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Summary of Decisions
Phasing in of additional grades from the 6 July 2020 is regrettable
The South African Democratic Teachers’ Union (SADTU) held its quarterly
meeting on the 2nd July 2020 via the internet-based platform.
In this meeting the NEC had a lot of education and health issues to deliberate
on. The Union has always and will always put the health and safety of the
teachers, education support personnel and learners first. The Union believes
that education is very important in rebuilding the state and society. To do this
we need healthy teachers, education support personnel, learners and parents.
Education is a societal matter and that’s why the Union always engage with all
stakeholders in the education sector to find long lasting solutions. In our unity
we draw the strengths to face many difficult battles.
The Union had submitted to the DBE on Monday the 29th June 2020 that
phasing in additional grades was not advisable and will overwhelm the
education system. That the rational thing to do would be to study the evolution
of the virus and allow the education system to establish formidable systems in
screening and detecting. That such systems will assist in tracking and tracing
every contact and disrupt the spread of the virus.
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That bringing more learners when the cases are increasing on a daily basis will
defeat the strategy government in curbing the spread.
When we finished the NEC in the afternoon, we noted that news was all over
social media that the CEM has taken a decision to phase in Grade 6, 11 and
Grade R and not as published in the regulations. We are extremely
disappointed, because we would have loved to see the schools building
resilience in teachers, learners and education support personnel before
receiving more grades. That it is taxing the teachers to deal with the curriculum
recovery whilst at the same time having to deal with the probability of becoming
infected.
Our position is informed by the infrastructural challenges many of our schools
experience. Our experience is that many schools still require the basic needs
such as water and ablution facilities and the delay in phasing in more grades
would have allowed the DBE to put in place a plan to resolve and respond to
these challenges.
We will however monitor the phasing in of the two grades (6 and 11) whilst we
urge the DBE to reconsider its position in phasing in Grade R.
Grade R is by its nature based on social skills and physical activities. The learners
would require more space and more teaching aids that must be sanitized all the
time. The learners learn through play, experimentation and touching and this
might compromise their safety and that of the teachers and care givers. We urge
the DBE to reconsider its position.
Whilst we are disappointed about this decision of phasing in extra two grades
during this challenging time, we will monitor that the schools that are not
complying in terms of health and safety regulations do not receive the additional
grades.
That the Minister wouldn’t hesitate to use the regulations to shut down schools
in any hot spots in the country in order to save lives.
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That the Minister must through the advice of the health department shut down
schools during peak stages of the virus. This she must do in order to save the
lives of the teachers, learners, education support personnel and the public and
not the academic year.
That the schools will be assisted by the department and government to establish
preventive measures.
That the risk of importing new cases is managed by maintaining 1,5m social
distancing and the provision of the essentials such as soaps, sanitizers, water
and decent chemical ablution facilities.
That the teachers are not overworked by being forced to adopt the timetabling
methods that do not suit their unique environment.
That there will be no extra working hours imposed without the consent of the
teachers in that schools. The schools must be given the authority and
professional autonomy to develop their preferred timetabling models from the
suggested ones.
That the communities are fully educated, engaged, and empowered to live
under a new normal.
That the steering committees, task teams or any employer-employee forums are
established to authenticate the reports that are escalated to the CEM. Such
reports must be based on integrity of data and verifiable evidence.
That the Unions and DBE will meet weekly or bi-weekly to assess the situation
about the curriculum and health and safety activities.
That the psychosocial services are provided with immediate effect to the two
grades that are being phased in and that all the health precautions such as
wearing of masks became a culture.
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That any employee observing that the workplace is unsafe, they should refuse
to enter the institution or office and report the matter to Education of
Department and the Union.
That there is evidence that the education department is in a desperate position
and requires funding from the national government. There must be a sense of
urgency in availing funds to address all the challenges that are preventing
distance and online learning for the majority of the learners. This must be
attended to with immediate effect because it is the working-class child who is
suffering.
ISSUED BY SADTU SECRETARIAT
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